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Dear Mander: 


TWO RESOLUTIONS TO ADVANCE POSTWAR PLANNING are now pending in Congress. H.d. 
Resolution 76 was introduced in January, 1941 by Senator Wagner of New York and 
Congreseman Yoorhis of California to create a Post-Emergency Economic Advisory Com- 
mission composed of three members of the Senate, three members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, end six members appointed by the President. S&S. J. Resolution 131 was 
introduced on February 3, 1942 by Senator Pepper of Florida, to establish a joint 
committee of Congress to make a study of war and post-war problems in the national 
economy, trade end fiscal affairs arising out of the defense program. All members 
of this committsso would be membors of Congress and its expenses would be limited to 
$25,000. Both resolutions have been reported favorably out of committee, 


In discussing Senator Pepper's Resolution on the floor of the Senate recently, 


Senator Barkley emphasized the great importance of planning to anticipate the read- 
justment of the post-war era, He said: 


"I do not think we can afford to wait until the war is over before 
we undertake to do what we shall eventually have to do. At the 


seme time, I think whatever we do should be comprehensive and au- 
thoritative," 


House of Deerenentatives & talic given = Albert Warner, commentator for the Colun- 
bia Broadcasting Company, on May 14, 1942 which included the following comments : 


“A nation geared for all-out war beyond anything conceived in 1917 
will suddenly be faced with what might be a catastrophe of peace. 
Five to ten million men would be coming out of the armed services. 
Fifteon million or more people directly employed in war industry 
would know that the end of these jobs was at hand. Civilian indus- 
try, shrunken, or eliminated altogether to give war production 
the right-of-way, would be struggling to leap back to its old posi- 
tion. Those powder plants through the prairies--what becomes of 
them and the boom cities they have produced? Under the emergency 
of war, the Government will have been running the entire economy of 
the Nation; what comes with peace?" 


"Is planning for the post-war pericd a detriment to the war effort? 
Why, millions of people here and in other countries—-in the subju- 
gated countries of Europe, in China--millions thinking of the kind 


of world they want, and reasonably assured they will get it, will 
rise to fight the harder," 
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"Here in the post-war period we will have the greatest organization 
of raw resources,the greatest number of fabricating plants in his- 
tory, the greatest body of skilled workers. Here is our wealth, It 
is inconceivable that we will not think and plen how to keep them 
together, " 


THE POST-WAR ECONOMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE, sponsored by the American Business 
Congress to encourege full employment and free enterprise, has proposed a Congress 
of the American Free Enterprise System, representing «11 phases of our economy to 
build a reserve of civilian production, new business, purchasing power, distribu- 
tion and employment to be released in increasing volume when and as military ex- 
penditure falls off. Mr, Benjamin A, Javits, Chairman of the Committee, has invit~ 
ed the Urban Land Inatitute to participate in its progrem. The close parallel be- 
tween the Post-War Economic Planning Committee and the National Congress on Post- 
War Replanning end Rebuilding of Cities proposed by the Board of Trustees of the 
Urban Land Institute, can possibly serve as a basis of close cooperation between 
the two organizations, The matter is being carefully explored at present, and the 
results will be reported to you, 


THE PUBLIC WORK RESERVE HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED under that neme, but the cata = 
loging of needed public improvements for construction when production is again put 
to civilisen use is being carried on in the Local Public Works Programming Office, 
under the joint authority of the Federal Works Agency and the National Resources 
Plenning Board. We have conferred with the Local Public Works Progremming Office 
to suggest that while the government is cataloging needed public improvements, it 
include in its local progrems the streets, sewers, and other public facilities ap- 
purtenant to the redevelopment of blighted areas that may be reasonably expected, 
Mr. Melvin Scheidt, of the Local Public Works Programming Office is interested in 
injecting this idea into the program, ¢ 


A POST — WAR PLAN INVOLVING $628,005,182, HAS BEEN PROJZCTED BY NEW YORK CITY. 
This vast program, including new schools, parks, sanitary facilities, transit, and 
hospital improvements, was made public by the City Planning Commission as a bul- 


wark against postwar unemployment, Public hearings on the plan have already begun, 


THE NEW YORK LEGISLATURE HAS CREATED A STATE COMMISSION FOR POST - WAR PUBLIC 
WORKS PLANNING through laws enacted during April. ‘The new commission will be com- 
posed of the director of the state budget, state superintendent of public works, 
chairman of the state council of parks, the state commissioner of housing, the 
director of the state bureau of planning in the division of commerce,and the chair- 
men of e number of legislative committees. Its purpose is "to prepare and maintain 
current program information of the design of postwar projects by municipalities of 
the state." The Commission is authorized to secure from local governments "such 
assistance and data as will enable it to properly carry out its activities and ef- 
fectuate its purpose." The sum of $450,000 has been set aside as a post-war plan- 
ning end capital reserve fund for the preparation of plans and specifications, 
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“PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN PHILADELPHIA", the Urban Land Institute report pre- 
pared by Richard J. Seltzer, is now being used as a textbook at Temple University 
end Haverford College. Temple is using one hundred copies, and Haverford fifty 
copies, 


MR. GHORGE M. THOMPSON, -CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF STANDARDS BUILDING CODES SEC- 
TION, speaking to the Federal-State Conference on War Restrictions, conducted by 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, stated that building construction in the U. S. 
is regulated by 1,900 municipal building codes backed up by a few state and cowe- 
ty codes and a great mass of miscellaneous state legislation, He expleined that 
such multiplicity of regulations slow war construction by making neceesary frequ- 
ent readjustment of plans and specifications. 





Mr, John B, Blandford, Jr., fdministrator of the National Housing Agency, who 
elso eddressed the Federal-State Conference, stated that the War Production Board 
wants private builders to conform to the "Emergency Plumbing Stendards for Defense 
Housing." The Bureau of Stendards ie releasing a "Model Building Code", he said, 
es companion to the "Plumbing Code for New Dwelling Construction", listing numer- 
ous requirements for buildings of 2: stories or less acceptable to all federal 
agencies engaged in dwelling construction. 


WPB Chairmen Donald Nelson, addressing the Conference, recommended that city 
authorities amend local building and electrical codes to remove legal obstacles to 
the war production progrem in the building field. "Many building regulations," he 
said, "represent the achievements of 'pressure groups', and ere designed to force 
the use of more material or more labor than are absolutely necessary. Such regu- 
lations must be trimmed down. Plumbing, heating, fire-proofing, sanitation, and 
other regulations ought to be amended to permit minimum practical requirements for 
health and safety, and to allow use of substitute materials," 


THE U.L.1. PROPOSAL FOR REBUILDING BLIGHTED CITY AREAS has been discussed with 
Mr. Earl D. Mallery, Executive Director, and Mr. Roy H. Owsley,Assistant Director, 
of the American Municipal Associetion. Considering the plan from the point of view 
of municipal finance, these gentlemen feel that it will have a strong appeal to 
the cities.The A.M.A. will be consulted on the proposal as our work on it proceeds, 


MR. ANTHONY P. SAVARESE, JR., OF THE NEW YORK STATE JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMIT. 
TEE ON INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS writes us concerning the Urban Land Insti- 
tute's proposal for rebuilding blighted city areas? 


“Among the mass of literature which we have received from private 
egencies interested in post-war planning,that brochure stands out 
as perhaps the first pointed, well-aimed effort in this field.The 
vast majority of pamphlets that have been thus far published ap 
pear to deal in generalities, issued for the purpose of wakening 
an already awakened public to the need for post-war planning, It 
would be a worthwhile contribution, indeed, were more agencies to 
get up similar constructive 'gems' of this sort.® 
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"NOW IS THE TIME TO PLAN" says the Master Planning Committee of the San Fran- 
cisco Housing end Planning Association in the title of a recently published punchy 
bulletin, In it those modern principles of planning which have been designed to 
gear urban work and commerce to modern needs are persuasively presented with just a 
few words and ean abundance of graphic appeal, It urges that planning now, while the 
war effort is in progress, will mean less time lost,less efficiency lost, the means 
of quick evacuation of population centers, and living conditions that can intensify 
war production, "Originally city planning began," points out the bulletin, "in the 
defense preparations of the Roman City, the Medieval City, the Reneissance City. We 
ere no different today! Good war planning is good also for peace.* 


"PLANETOID" IS THE TITLE OF A NEW PERIODICAL ISSUED BY THE DENVER PLANNING 
COMMISSION, "Astronomers tell us", explains the first issue, "that a planet dif- 
fiers from a fixed star because it has movement; hence, it shows vrogress., The 
choice of *Planetoid' as the name for the Commission's official organ, thorefore, 
is more than a mere play upon words, And 'Planetoid' will report the progress made 
in planning for rehabilitation after the war is won." 


"PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN DETROIT" is scheduled as the noxt Urban Land Institute 
report to appear. The manuscript is being prepared for publication, end June 21st 
is set as the tentative date for releasing the report to members of the Institute. 


THE 1942 SESSION OF THE KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE, now adjourned, enacted a law which 
permits the City of Louisville to combine its City Planning Commission with the 
planning agency of Jefferson County, All incorporated municipalities within the 
County are permitted to enter into the combined county-wide planning and zoning. 
commission. Existing plans, zoning ordinances, regulations, and restrictions may be 
superseded by the plans, ordinances,and regulations of the new City and County com- 
bined agency, The measure was passed at the instance of the City and County au- 
thorities, who ere now taking the initial steps to bring about the consolidation. 


IS A CITY PLAN A SUITABLE SUBJECT FOR A PUBLIC REFERENDUM? We have discussed 
this and related subjects with a group of city plenners called together by 
Mr, Alfred Bettman of Cincinnati. Many of the important improvements in local gov- 

. ernment and civic affairs have come to us at the hands of the public through the 
referendum, Municipal reform, city manager government, municipal merit systems, and 
proportional representation are all plens, not particularly simple in nature, which 
have been understood and approved by cqnmunities through the ballot, A plan which 
indicates the character of neighborhood environments, the location of homes, the 
places where one's children go to school, the areas of recreation thet can be made 
availeble,and other structural community assets eppear to be equally understandable 
to the average man and susceptible to referendum approval. 


Sincerely yours, 


Cha TSiaf 9 


Director 








